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CAMX — The Composites and Advanced Materials Expo — is the one source for connecting and advancing 
all aspects of the world’s composites and advanced materials communities: R&D, engineering, manufacturing, 
service providers and end users. Regardless of the application — transportation, aerospace, marine, wind 
energy, software, construction and infrastructure, medical, academics, sports and leisure — CAMX is America’s 
go-to event in the U.S. for the global composites and advanced materials communities. It provides a venue for 
companies and individuals to grow business opportunities, develop industry skills, understand their potential 
impact on the industry and new markets and showcase new innovations in products and technology.

The American 
Composites Manufacturers Association 
(ACMA) – is the world’s largest trade group 
representing the composites industry. It serves 
its members and the industry by providing 
strong, proactive leadership in growing the 
composites market, education and technical 
resources, and legislative and regulatory affairs. 
To learn more and become 
a member, visit www.acmanet.org.

The Society for the Advancement of Material and 
Process Engineering (SAMPE) – a global professional 
member society, provides enhanced educational 
opportunities by delivering information on advanced 
materials and processing technology. SAMPE provides 
growth and educational opportunities thorugh 
conferences, exhibitions, technical forums, and 
publications. SAMPE offers a unique and valuable 
forum for scientists, engineers, and academicians, visit 
www.nasampe.org.

CAMX OVERVIEW

CAMX ORGANIZERS

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE

6,000+
TOTAL VISITORS

3,700+
ATTENDEES

1,400+
FIRST-TIME ATTENDEES

500+
EXHIBITORS

950+
CONFERENCE  

GOERS

100+
TECHNICAL AND 

EDUCATION SESSIONS

49
COUNTRIES 

REPRESENTED
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ATTENDEE PROFILES

ATTENDEE COMPANY TYPE

ATTENDEE JOB FUNCTION

WHY ATTENDEES COME TO CAMX

CAMX convenes decision-makers, technical experts, and emerging talent from across the composites 
and advanced materials community. This attendee snapshot provides a closer look at the professionals 

who shaped the conversations, connections, and business opportunities on the show floor.

Advance understanding of the industry

Find and learn about new companies

Attending meetings/appointments

Keeping an eye on the competition

Keep up with the latest trend and issues



CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

GENERAL SESSION - Featuring Sheryl Connelly, former chief futurist for Ford Motor Co
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

CAMX 2025 kicks off this morning with the 
General Session from 8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
in the convention center’s Valencia Ballroom 
(Level 4). This year’s keynote speaker is Sheryl 
Connelly, global consumer trends expert and 
former chief futurist at Ford Motor Co. During 
her time at Ford, Connelly led the compa-
ny’s trend forecasting and scenario planning 
efforts, helping Ford navigate and prepare for 
global changes. Her insights have been high-
lighted in leading publications including The 
Wall Street Journal, Forbes and Fast Company.

In an exclusive interview with CW, Connelly 
shared insights into the trends currently 
reshaping manufacturing and the future of 
work — and why companies must be prepared 
to embrace complexity and ambiguity like 
never before. When asked what trend is 
currently most disruptive to how we make 
things, Connelly doesn’t hesitate: artificial 
intelligence (AI).

“It might seem like an obvious answer,” 
Connelly says, “but I don’t think we’ve fully 
thought through its second- and third-order 

effects. We’re just beginning to understand 
the scale and speed of change AI will bring — 
not just in manufacturing, but in how we live, 
learn, work and play.”

THE HUMAN + MACHINE WORKPLACE
Connelly goes on to discuss the ways in which 
AI and automation are reshaping more than 
just manufacturing processes, but workplace 
culture. She points to examples of how auto-
mation is improving working conditions such 
as collaborative robotics and exoskeletons, 

which reduce physical strain on workers while 
boosting productivity. She also mentions the 
challenges of transitioning away from legacy 
systems and concerns over cybersecurity — all 
very real hurdles for many businesses. 

Many companies continue to operate with 
legacy systems that don’t integrate well with 
new technologies, and even when companies 
recognize the need for transformation, it can 
be daunting. “It’s not just a question of budget 
or staffing — it’s about taking a leap of faith,” 
Connelly explains. “Innovation often requires 
letting go of what’s familiar, even when what’s 
familiar still works.”

Connelly also cautions against overreliance 
on AI, especially in educational and cogni-
tive tasks. Ultimately, the path forward is a 
careful one that makes use of new tools with 
a thoughtful and measured approach. “The 
promise of AI is that it will free us up for deeper 
creativity and innovation — but only if we 
remain intentional about how we use it.”

EVENTS
NOT TO MISS

All events are held at the Orange 
County Convention Center (OCCC) West 
Building unless otherwise noted.
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TUESDAY | September 9, 2025

REGISTRATION OPEN 
7:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Lobby C, Level 2)

FIRST-TIME ATTENDEE 
ORIENTATION 
7:45 A.M. - 8:30 A.M.
(W314, Level 3)

GENERAL SESSION WITH 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
8:30 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.
(Valencia Ballroom, Level 4)

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 
10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Halls B – C, Level 2)

ASK THE EXPERTS 
11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
(The Hive, Booth A42, Hall B)

CAMX AWARD WINNER 
PRESENTATIONS 
12:00 P.M. - 1:00 P.M.
(CAMX Theater, Booth J83, Hall B)

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMMING 
1:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Rooms 206 – 209, Level 2)

ACE AWARD WINNERS 
CEREMONY 
2:00 P.M. - 2:30 P.M.
(ACE Awards Pavilion, 
Booth V89, Hall B)

WELCOME RECEPTION 
5:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M.
(Valencia Ballroom Foyer, Level 4)

See Women in the Composites Industry, continued on page 1

Futurist Sheryl Connelly on AI, manufacturing disruption and the 
future of mobility

See Keynote, continued on page 1

Networking and inspiration from 
Women in the Composites Industry
Interested in networking 
with fellow women in 
the industry, or learning 
about how to build a more 
inclusive environment for 
women in the workplace?

Visit Booth K69 to learn 
more about Women in 
the Composites Industry 
(WCI), an organization 
that aims to provide 
networking, education and 
mentorship opportunities 
for women in all career 
stages within composites manufacturing.

Along with its booth presence, WCI has several CAMX events at the 
show that are open to everyone:

Why the last day of a trade show is your secret weapon 
The beginning of any trade show 
is an exciting experience, full 
of glitz, glam and anticipation, 
everyone entering with a mental 
and/or physical checklist of 
goals in hand to learn, network 
and scope out what’s new. But 
as much as we start the week off 
strong, by the last day most of the 
crowd is mentally (or literally) on 
the plane home. 

There’s a common saying of 
“it’s not over until it’s over.” That 
goes for anything — including 
the last day of a trade show. We 
are all guilty of it — getting to the 
final day and thinking “I’ve done 
my due diligence for the week.” But the truth 
is, we haven’t. Nothing is off the table until 
the show floor officially shuts down; there 
are always ample opportunities to use those 
last few hours to have one more interaction 
or one more conversation, whether to turn 
prospects into customers or, as an attendee, 
find that right partner/supplier for your 
company. Most importantly, staying at a 
trade show until the very end, even on the 
last day when things seem quieter, is crucial 
for maximizing return on investment and 
leaving a positive, lasting impression on 
future potential partners.

We spoke to a few CAMX trade show regu-
lars to get their take on the last day from an 
exhibitor’s perspective:

“The final day of a trade show often delivers 
some of the most valuable conversations. 
Early in the event, schedules are packed 
with pre-booked meetings, but as things 
begin to wind down, people tend to have 
more flexibility and are open to longer, more 
meaningful discussions. For exhibitors, it’s 
a chance to reconnect with attendees who 
may have been missed or rushed earlier in 
the show. For attendees, it’s an opportunity to 
ask in-depth questions and get a closer look 
at technologies that caught their attention. 
We always find the last day to be productive 
for relationship building and uncovering new 
opportunities.” 
—TOMMY ACCHIONE, advanced composite 
material leader, ST Engineering

“As an exhibitor, the last day 
of a trade show is a great 
opportunity to have a chance 
to have a stronger and more 
meaningful and relaxed 
conversation with attendees, 
as exhibits are often less 
crowded. This helps us engage 
more with the attendee's 
needs. We also have the 
opportunity to have more 
one-on-one conversations.” 
—TERESA RAMIREZ, general 
manager, Imate Composites 
and Logistics LLC

“CAMX offers a fantastic 
opportunity to gain insights into the newest 
technologies, industry trends and creates 
networking opportunities. I have found that 
some of the best discoveries are created during 
the last day of the show.” 
—KEVIN CASEY, vice president of sales, 
Interplastic Corp.

“The last day of CAMX isn’t a wind-down — 
it’s often where the most meaningful connec-
tions are made. With fewer distractions, 
exhibitors and attendees alike can focus on 
real conversations, closing opportunities and 
building relationships that last well beyond 
the event.” 
—TONY MARTIN, president, North American 
Composites (NAC)

EVENTS
NOT TO MISS

All events are held at the Orange 
County Convention Center (OCCC) West 
Building unless otherwise noted.
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THURSDAY | September 11, 2025

REGISTRATION OPEN 
8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
(Lobby C, Level 2)

GOOD DAY, CAMX 
9:00 A.M. - 10:00 A.M.
(CAMX Theater, Booth J83, Hall B) 

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
(Halls B – C, Level 2) 
W/ breakfast on the show floor

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMMING 
10:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
(CAMX Theater, Booth J83, Hall B)

POST-EVENT FIELD 
TRIPS/OFF-SITE TOURS 
12:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Meet in Lobby C)

See Last Day of a Trade Show, continued on page 1

Yesterday, CAMX attendees were treated 
to a thought-provoking keynote by Sheryl 
Connelly, former futurist at Ford Motor Co., 
who challenged conventional thinking and 
provided a strategic blueprint for thriving 
in an unpredictable world. With a focus 
on bold thinking, Connelly’s presentation 
offered actionable insights for the compos-
ites and advanced materials industry, 
urging leaders to prepare for the future 
rather than attempt to predict it.

Connelly opened with a personal anec-
dote about her twin sister’s unsettling 
experience with a tarot card reader, using it 
to illustrate society’s complex relationship 
with the unknown. “Why is it so hard to look 
straight into the face of uncertainty?” she asked, 
correlating it with her mission to help organiza-
tions overcome this fear. With over two decades 
of experience as a futurist, Connelly shared five 
“secrets” for confidently navigating the future, 
emphasizinn, adaptability and imagination over 
prediction.

Her first secret — prepare, don’t predict — 
set the tone. Drawing from historical examples 
like the COVID-19 pandemic, she highlighted 
how signals of disruption are often missed 

until it’s too late. Connelly noted that organi-
zations like those in Asian countries, which 
had experienced SARS, were better prepared 
for lockdowns and PPE implementation. “Lean 
into the unknown,” she advised, encouraging 
attendees to explore the deepest fears and 
uncertainties to uncover ingenuity.

Connelly’s second and third secrets 
cautioned against over-reliance on data and 
traditional tools like a SWOT analysis. Using a 
case study from Shell in the 1970s, she demon-
strated how even the best data can fail when 

unforeseen factors — like policy changes — 
disrupt forecasts. 

The fourth secret, and perhaps the most 
pivotal, was to challenge orthodoxies — 
those unwritten rules that stifle innovation. 
“The time to change is when you’re doing 
well, not when your back is against the 
wall,” she emphasized, a lesson resonant 
for CAMX attendees innovating in a rapidly 
evolving field.

Her final secret urged the audience to 
imagine multiple futures through scenario 
planning. Referencing Ford’s “Project 2015,” 
Connelly described how diverse teams crafted 
extreme scenarios, an approach that helped 
Ford navigate the 2008-2009 financial crisis.

Turning to global trends, Connelly painted 
a stark picture of demographic and environ-
mental challenges. With the world population 
projected to reach 9-11 billion by 2050, she 
highlighted the strain on resources.

For the composites industry, Connelly’s 
vision of the “factory of the future” by 2035 
evoked smart factories with digital twins, 
self-optimizing systems and AI managing 
inventory and sustainability targets. 
Collaborative robots, smaller and more acces-
sible, will work alongside humans, handling 
repetitive tasks while elevating workers to 
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NOT TO MISS

All events are held at the Orange 
County Convention Center (OCCC) West 
Building unless otherwise noted.
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WEDNESDAY | September 10, 2025

REGISTRATION OPEN 
7:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Lobby C, Level 2)

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMMING 
9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
(Rooms 206 – 209, Level 2)

EXHIBIT HALL OPEN 
9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Halls B – C, Level 2)

POSTER AWARDS – 
MEET THE AUTHORS 
1:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M.
(Lobby B Concourse, Level 2)

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMMING 
1:30 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(Rooms 206 – 209, Level 2)

YOUNG 
PROFESSIONALS 
MEET-UP 
4:00 P.M. - 5:00 P.M.
(The Hive, Booth A42, Hall B)

See The Hive, continued on page 1

Future-proofing innovation: Sheryl Connelly’s 
roadmap for navigating uncertainty 

See Keynote, continued on page 1

New CAMX meeting hub: The Hive
If you’ve been to CAMX in previous years, you may remember a spot on 
the show floor called Park Place, set up for casual meetings and knowl-
edge-sharing opportunities. 

This year, this area 
has been rebranded 
and revamped as The 
Hive, a name which 
“captures both the 
purposeful collabo-
ration and energy of 
a working beehive 
and the structural 
elegance of hexagonal 
design – principles 
that resonate deeply 
with a composites 

COMBINED STRENGTH AWARD, EXXONMOBIL 
AND MCCLARIN COMPOSITES

UNSURPASSED INNOVATION AWARD, 
HELICOID INDUSTRIES

SHOW DAILIES

WELCOME RECEPTION GOOD DAY CAMX CAMX THEATER

Sponsored by  

CAMX AWARDS

Read More About the 
CAMX Awards here.

■ Read Day 1 - Sept. 9, 2025 ■ Read Day 2 - Sept. 10, 2025 ■ Read Day 3 - Sept. 11, 2025
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JOIN US IN ATLANTA
SEPT 21 - 24, 2026 | Atlanta, GA, USA | theCAMX.org

RESERVE YOUR EXHIBIT SPOT TODAY
Join us in Atlanta to source the materials, innovations, 
and connections that drive performance.

SIGN UP
CAMX releases monthly Newsletters, providing readers 
with articles on composites and advanced materials, 
viewpoints from speakers, and upcoming deadlines, 
as well as updates on programming and the exhibit hall.

https://www.thecamx.org
https://www.thecamx.org/exhibit-sponsor/
https://www.thecamx.org/sign-up/
https://www.thecamx.org/sign-up/
https://www.thecamx.org/exhibit-sponsor/

